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GERMAN
GENEALOGY 101



Genealogist Goal

Know Your Ancestors
Through The Knowledge Gained From
Research and an Understanding Of
Their History and Their Culture

Dale Heins, July 2013




Genealogy

Study of family origins and
history.




Where Do You Begin?

1. What do you want to learn?

a. Just your f dawitlvwatinost 8iblings n e
. Father, Grandfather, Great - grandfather, etc

b. Both fathersd andwithmweithdutesibliags | I ne

c. Limit to Birth, Marriage, Deaths, (dates/places) or

d. Learn everything under the sun.

2. Decide how you want to record your information
a.  Written records or software program

3. ldentify what you know
a. Parents, siblings, grandparents, aunts/uncles, etc.
b. Vital data 0 dates, places
c. Family history & documented and/or family stories




How do you do your research?

1. Interviewing members of your family

a. Parents
b. Grandparents
c. Aunts/Uncles
d. Siblings
2. Physical searches in libraries, archives,
courthouses, and any other place which might

hold information.

a. Local Libraries 9 Genealogy Section, Family Histories, City
Directories, B - M- D Records (Announcements, Obituaries, &
Marriages), Census, & Newspapers)

0. Local/County/State Courthouses - Wills, probates,
adoptions, Land Records (deeds, sales, transfers, tax)

c. State Libraries/Archives 98 Census, Naturalization Records,
City Directories, Census (Federal/State)




How do you do your research?
(Con’t)

3. Internet searches
a. FamilySearch.org (Free)
a. Research Outline o Germany (60 pages)
b. Ancestry.com (Paid Subscription)
c. State Level Vital Records (Cost ?)
d Cyndi 0s List (List of Databases

a. German Publications, software, etc
http://www.cyndislist.com/germany/publications/

e. International Databases
a. German Genealogy Resources
FEEFHS Links-
f.  Genealogy Societies & Genealogist
g. Amazon.com 0 Books etc.
a. The Atlantic Bridge to Germany

4. Learn the history of your area of research
a. Local, State, National & International
5. Learn the culture of your ethnic group

a.  Wikipedia(s) for history and culture
Read some books (Our Daily Bread)



http://feefhs.org/links/germany.html

How do you do your research?

(Con’t)

5. Study the emigration/immigration patterns of your
ethnic group

6. Learn basic German terms, numbers/dates

a.

b.

Family Search.org 0 Genealogical Word List
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/German Word List

German Letter Writing Guide
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Germany Letter Writing

Guide
http://net.lib.byu.edu/fslab/researchoutlines/Europe/Austria.pdf

7. Learn German vital records formats

a.

b.
C.
d.

Civil Reqistry - Standesamt

Birth ( Geburten , Geboren )- Baptism ( Taufen)
Marriage 0 (Heiraten )
Death 6 (Tote)



https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/German_Word_List
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Germany_Letter_Writing_

Birth Record

Location & Date

Father

Mother

Religion

On 19 th of September 1880
Date of Baptism
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3. Witness No 1.
Name, Age, Occpt.

4. Witness No 2.
Name, Age, Occpt.

Signature of Groom,

Bride, & Witnesses




